The value of codeine in dry bronchitis is firmly established.
The rationale of the treatment is clear and its effectiveness is easily assessed: within a few hours of receiving adequate doses the cough is noticeably less frequent, and quite commonly it is completely abolished.
Drugs of the morphine group, however, are said in general to be contra-indicated in exacerbations of chronic bronchitis accompanied by copious expectoration. The expectoration; the following day the temperature fell to normal and the quantity of sputum diminished just as rapidly. Nevertheless, it is possible, in the great majority of the records, to discover the trend of the graph and to determine whether the administration of codeine resulted in any significant alteration.
Four of the patients showed a decrease in expectoration while receiving codeine. The graph in Fig. 1 is typical of this group. The downward trend (though slight in this individual) which accompanies natural recovery immediately becomes more pronounced on the administration of the drug, In Fig. 2 it will be seen that medication with codeine did not affect the gradient of the downward trend already present in the graph; that is to say, the course of the illness in this patient was unchanged by the treatment. Similar curves were obtained in 11 of the patients in the series. An increase in expectoration was not anticipated, but this actually occurred in 5 of the patients. Fig. 3 
